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(54) PICTURE INPUT DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain a picture input device with less 
lighting delay even when a cold cathode fluorescent 
lamp with no radioactive substance coated thereto as a 
light source by lighting at least two cold cathode 
fluorescent lamps simultaneously. 
CONSTITUTION: When the read operation is started, a 
central processing unit (CPU) 12 built in a picture input 
device sends lighting signals S2R, S2G, S2B to a light 
source lighting circuit 1 1 based on a period T1 of an 
internal oscillation clock S1 to light three cold cathode 
fluorescent lamps 1R, 1G, 1B simultaneously. Even in 
the presence of a lighting delay T&phiv;, even when one 
of the three lamps is lighted (S3R), the light of the cold 
cathode fluorescent lamp 1 R radiates the other cold 

cathode fluorescent lamps 1G, 1B directly or indirectly via a reference white original to release 
the lag of lighting forcibly. Thus, in the case of the cold cathode fluorescent lamps not using a 
radio active substance, the picture input device with a short lighting delay is obtained. 
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